
  

 

 

     Professional Learning 

 

An afternoon with Jessica Gethin 

and Stephen Williams 
 

In the lead up to the Australian National Band and Orchestra Clinic, ABODA WA would like 

to invite you to our next professional development event for 2016.  Join us for a relaxed 

and friendly session with our special guests and have your questions answered about the 

most effective conducting and directing techniques for orchestra and bands. 

 

4.30 – 6.00pm 

Wednesday 14th September 2016 

Newman College Marist Auditorium Foyer 

Newman College Marcellin Campus (Entry 6 off Empire Avenue) 

216 Empire Avenue, Churchlands 

 

ABODA members – free entry 

Non-members welcome – $5 

Refreshments provided 

 

RSVP to Nicole.Turner@education.wa.edu.au or Greg.McMurdo@education.wa.edu.au 

 
For further information, please check out the ABODA (WA) Facebook page or go to wa.aboda.org.au 
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JESSICA GETHIN 
Listed by the Australian Financial Review as one of the “100 Most Influential 

Women” in Australia for 2015, award winning conductor Jessica Gethin has 

won praise from audiences and critics alike for her dynamic energy, 

outstanding musicianship and abounding presence on the podium.  Fast being 

recognised as a leading Australian conductor of her generation, recent 

reviews describe her performances as “simply superb, her conducting is 

organic; she controlled the ebb and flow of tension with goosebump-inducing 

artistry; a consummate musician in every respect.” 

Jessica commenced her official appointment as Chief Conductor of the Perth 

Symphony Orchestra (Western Australia) in 2011.  A graduate of the 

Symphony Australia Conductor Development Program, Jessica won the Brian 

Stacey Award for an Emerging Australian Conductor in 2015 and the same 

year was announced as an Inaugural Fellow selected internationally into the 

Institute of Women Conductors with the Dallas Opera (USA). 

Showcasing a diverse musical background, Jessica has conducted many notable artists across a variety of genres, 

including Welsh bass baritone Bryn Terfel, soprano Rachelle Durkin, jazz trumpeter James Morrison and Dutch 

violinist Rudolf Koelman.  Jessica currently lectures in orchestral conducting at the WA Academy of Performing Arts 

and often appears as presenter, guest conductor, keynote speaker and adjudicator for orchestras and festivals 

around the country.  www.jessicagethin.com 

 

STEPHEN WILLIAMS  
Stephen Williams has established himself as one of Australia’s most 

versatile conductors, distinguishing himself with an impressive record of 

achievement in a variety of musical settings.  In addition to conducting 

most of the orchestras for Symphony Services International he has 

conducted, recorded and toured with many of Australia’s finest Symphonic 

Bands and Jazz Ensembles.  He has directed and performed with Australian 

groups at the North Sea, Montreux, Edinburgh and Monterey Jazz Festivals, 

has conducted concerts in Carnegie Hall and taken Australian orchestras, 

symphonic bands and jazz ensembles to conferences and festivals in the 

U.S.A, Japan, Europe, the U.K, Singapore and China. 

On three separate occasions Stephen has been invited to conduct Symphonic Bands at the prestigious Midwest 

Clinic in Chicago, the world’s largest music educators’ conference.  He is the recipient of the Australian Band and 

Orchestra Directors Association’s highest honour, the Citation of Excellence.  Stephen is currently Student Music 

Programs Officer 5 – 12 and Conducting Coordinator for The Arts Unit, a specialist unit in the NSW Department of 

Education.  Since 1991 he has been the musical director for the NSW Schools Spectacular, the world’s biggest variety 

show.  He also is the founding Musical Director of the Northern Beaches Symphony Orchestra. 

Over the last twelve years he has been a conductor in concerts and on many tours with Orchestra Victoria (one of 

two professional orchestras in Melbourne).  He has been the chief conductor for their innovative education program 

‘On the mOVe’, a program which allows students in country regions to be tutored and mentored by Orchestra 

Victoria players in two-day workshops and concerts.  For several years he was also engaged by Symphony Services 

International to present and conduct concerts for schools with the Sydney Sinfonia.  Between 2011 and 2013 

Stephen was the music director of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music Wind Symphony.  Stephen also works as a 

freelance conductor and instrumental consultant and is frequently called upon to conduct, lecture and adjudicate 

both in Australia and overseas. 
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